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HEY started the conver
sation when they were
travelling for four months
all over the world last vear,

For partners in life and art,
sculptor Angus Taylor and painter
Rina Stutzer, in this their first major
exhibition together, its the begin-
ning of something that they can’t yet
predict. What they do know is that
it’s a challenge, something they
embrace equally

The exhibition, Dislodge, runs at
the University of Johannesburg's art
gallery until July 27 and chatting to
the artists in their warehouse work-
space in Pretoria while they finalise
preparations for this exciting event,
it's amazing to experience such
major work emerging.

Both of them are excited, but
there’s also some trepidation about
how it will pan out.

But, says Angus, because this is
not a commercial gallery, it allows
artists to pay less attention to market
forees and frees them up to take
more risk.

For Rina, it's totally new territory
because she has shifted from being
only a painter to someone who is
also sculpting and when she is
painting, it's in new media. But that
wasn't enough of a shift for this
fearless artist. Her rust-and-patina
paintings are constantly in flux
because of the nature of the
material with which she is working,

“I lowve the idea that you can't
really own it because it's constantly
changing,” says this artist who has
also had to adapt to the working
process. As an only child and then a
single artist, she has been used to the
isolation of working on her own.
And she loved that.

“T have to get used to working
with people around me,” she says.
But all of that plays into the title of
their show. She has also played with
a kind of nomadic existence during
their travels these past few years.

“It’s all unfamiliar territory,”
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ARTISTS AT WORK: Above, Angus sculpting, left, Rina reconstructing a caravan, and right, Rina working patina on copper
sheets. They are both influenced by the disruption and natural chaos of living in a Third World country.

says Rina. She isn't quite sure how it
will turn out, not only because of

something that Angus loves juggling
with because of the kind of
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gut-wrenching. That's also what
Angus is about.

For both these artists, on the
surface, their work is hugely
accessible and vet, when vou start
talking to them and peeling off the
layers, the thought process that
has been at work is constant and
buzzing. It compels you to engage
with the work and start partici-
pating in the conversation,

Taking Dislodge as their starting
point, South Africa as their country,
travelling the world got them
thinking about the talking points
they have with artists from around
the world. “When you're in Europe
and looking at what they're doing,
it's difficult not to understand that
we live in a different place and that
we are a Third World country” says
Anpgus.

That's not a negative for either
artist, just an acknowledgement that
we live in a place of natural chaos
and disruption - all of which has an
influence on their work

For Rina, Dislodge means that she
is moving out of her comfort zone in
many different ways - both physi-
cally 1d mentally

“¥ou have to make that journey
and be willing to fail,” she says.

Angus relishes the idea of failure.
“You can’t keep on making success-
ful work,” he argues.

Sometimes you are busy working
your way towards something and it's
still a work in progress. It is that
willingness to engage though that
drives both of them.”

It's when you have something to
say that the work emerges,” says
Angus. And the fact that they are in
constant conversation influences
both their work.,

Listening to these two amazing
artists at work, it is the nomadic
slant of their minds, the way they
travel in their heads, the shifis they
have to make and the way they
capture that in their art, that is the
most extraordinary journey for
those who follow their work,
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